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History of the Company
The Great-West Life insurance Company was established in 1891 in Winnipeg by a Jeffry Hall Brock, which is a local insurance company. On August 28, 1891, the company was incorporated with locals like James Ashdown on its board. The company’s head office is located on Lombard Avenue. The company has a history of covering the lives of two policyholders who died on the Titanic, and this was after its first death payout that took occurred in 1893.  It is one leading insurance company in Canada.
The initial roots of any of the branches under its managing were established in 1847 Hamilton by subsidiary Canada Life. Later, the company acquired by The Great-West Life Assurance Company. The word assurance was replaced with insurance (Bonham, 2018). The company offers a number of services such as health insurance, life insurance, saving, investment, and reinsurance and retirement income, mainly in Europe and Canada.
In Canada, this insurance company and its branches, Canada life and London life, provide benefit plans and financial solutions. Besides, it serves the monetary security needs of approximately 12 million individuals. Great-West Life aids families and individuals with retirement income, savings, pension, and investment plans. In addition, the company serves people with disabilities, health insurance, and critical illness.
For small, medium, and large organizations and businesses, Great-West Life provides group benefit plans solutions with preferences for dental care, life, serious illness, healthcare, international benefit plans, wellness, and disability. Moreover, the company offers group savings and retirement plans tailored in order to meet the unique needs of organizations and businesses. In Europe, this company has set-ups in Isle of Man, Germany, and the United Kingdom via Canada Life whereas in Ireland through Irish Life.
The international presence of the company
Great-West Life has various branches established in various States and also takes part in global reinsurance markets, offering life, and property longevity, as well as casualty additional coverage in international markets including the United States (Zelizer, 2017.
Are they a standalone company or part of a bigger organization?
Great-West Life is a branch of Great –West Lifeco Inc. At the same time, it is an active member of the Power Financial Corporation group of companies. 
Relative size to other companies within the industry
Great-West Life & Annuity insurance company offers business and individuals in all USA's countries retirement benefits, life insurance, and annuities that are distributed by its institutions and brokers.
Empower Retirement Company located in Greenwood Village and it deals with retirement plans. Research indicates that this is the second biggest retirement company in United State.
London Life, which is 140 years old and current research indicates that the company is serving about two million Canadians.
Putnam Investment; the company accounts for 45% of total properties in the United States of America- inform of institutional properties and mutual funds. Additionally, the company is worth $124 of American institutional account assets and mutual funds under management.
On the other hand, Irish Life was established in early 2013 for $ 1.1 Billion.
Possible entry-level career opportunities
Great-West Life is a unique company in that there are 9 gateway roles which do not include Finance/ Accounting, IT, or Human Resource. Such gateways include
· Risk Manager
· Agent or Broker
· Claim Investigator
· Actuary
· Underwriter
· Marketing Representative
· Loss Adjuster
· Appraiser
· Loss Control Expert
Possible entry-level career opportunities in this company include Junior Broker, Customer Service Representative, Actuarial Intern, Risk Analyst, Underwriting Assistant, Claims Assistant, Appraisal Representative, and Marketing Assistant.
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